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b '—Evmiﬁthadatwﬁypamxtwp
- receion,” vom NotHaus said of the silver

. market, %t would probably couch twer _.
© -ty percent and spike back up again.”

*How do we make the best of what

lirtle money we have left in order 0

" be able to Ty bread?” Dr. Ned asked,
mhe‘dswttdizdm. ofehe ‘
Here was the question ouf,
for which we had traveled, some of us
huhdreds of miles, to the back office’ *
ot Boag’s Outlet. Von NotHaus didn'
hesttare —silver was the answer.
] swmlm bamofm
and quarters,” Dr. Ned suid -
. “Junk silver, right.” :
“But thar’s not gonna last long”
Dr. Med longhed: His grear syebrowe

lespt skoyward.
. Pete Hallock teaned back in his
seat, a delphic hatfemile dawning on
his face. “Ok, | chink it'll be amazing
whar an old silver dime is gonna buy
before we'te firfished "

Eventually, as all such disouasmm-
" sy, ‘conversation turned to con-
5 - - -
" "My wife tells me that Kennedy °
passed a bill o stop. the Federal Re-
mmSwm!dm‘thm if that’s
true or not.”

A man in 5 natty bine m:tpedmd
. uptnlﬂsmt."_}ﬂhnmaiy He iz-
sued an executive order, John Ken
- pedydid”

“E.wmmvtnrdcr!Somofdmsmff '

_ was printed, wastit it?” D Ned asked,

. referring to the silver certificates
men claimed, provoked JFK's assasi-
nation by centyal bankess.

“U'm sorry,” von NotHus said, ‘T

not buying thar one” - .
“Wain't. somie of the money? Some
. of the new different money was -

. “WelLLB]rumndadthnte:mm
" omdes 28 soon as he got into office.” the
man in the blue suit interjected.

.. "1 don't'think chat executive order
‘has been reacinded!”

 Snow pusted past the window.

‘The meeting was collapsing info

" Mearsay and possip. “This is all wives

' © rales” von NotHaus md. somewhat

regretfully.
As for the pwblcm of the FBI, -
Hﬂlo&nddrmed&xehmhmelf

Around 80 percent of the extant Lik- -
erty currency took the form of specie

5 MPH&'EM!JAWMT o

already circulated by the time of the

'reid. The genie was out of the bottle.

¥ von NotHans were 1o die ot dmp—
pear tomorrow, Hallock rold us, the
money would survive. The business
plan was open-source; the others
could soldier on in' his absence, and
seldier on they would. Hallock aam:l
around the office at-the
of patriots. They looked re mved

) tsallitsnbmtlsmingrhu'
eountry,” Halldek said. * :
"Hﬁvounﬂghtwenmmmfm

= moment,” von NotHaus added.

“But I'm sure you can con- _

tinue on without me.”

kepticism toward paper money
predares the advent of the banknote

- in the Western Hemisphere by three

hundred years. In his thirteenth-
century travelogue of the Orient,

‘Marea Polo strikes 2 tone of amozi.

ment in describing the fiat economy

of Kublai Khan's empire, “Tell it how

I might,” he warns, “you never would

‘be satisfied that | was keeping within

truth and reason!” Paper money had
cash” of the Tang dyriasty (618-507),
named for ity tendency to blow awsy
in & high wind. In Europe. i would

- ot exist unrl 1661, and Polo relates

thcmhﬁnmlmdmxlbmymmfm
gold coinage as though it were & feat
of black magic: “the secet of alehe
my in perfecdon.” -

feats th gur own exa owes & debt to

Howard Ruff, 2 Mormon alamnus of

the 1.8, Air Force’s Singing Ser-

geants and the proprieror of 4 feiled
" speed-reading business, In 1974,
Buff published Femine and Survival
“in America, o doorasdeay handbook
thae prediceed nearrerm economie © -
ruin, the gutring and burning of su-
.permarkets, and the onset of mass
© sarvation. Againsr these ills he rec-
ommended the prophylaxis of mas- |

sive food storage, with an emphasis

, on protein shakes, When che fam-

ine fajled to materinlize, Ruff dis-

avowed the book, and in hiz 1978

effors, Hol to Prosper During the

‘Coming Bad Years, he assumed a
-, fractionally sunnier outlopk: *I

know of some who have a2 ten-year
supply of food hidden in the moun-

taing and are prepared to live there

The popularx resu:gmée of such - -

TO 177EEAT18Y9
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. forevet in a shattered anarchistic -
-world of total collapse” He adds
that his own plan is to "rake my

chances in 2 emall rown and assume

that America can come

staggering
back like Rasputin.” The book was a

. bestseller for years and set the scan-
ast three decades of

- economic millenarianiem. Always

dard for the
the rod of doorm is attended by the

carrot of enrichment; often a month- | -
Iy newsletrer is dangled, furnishing |

up-to-the-minute counzel for & mod.
sum (Ruffs is entitled

" The Ruff Tomed). As or the dete and
Emnuf&mamﬁmymhehazv '

swarhed in the evasive languoge of
the tabloid astrologer, subject to end-

- less revision and midnighr stays of

execution. The apocalypse, like Ass.
ap’s golden goase, is more 'miuablc

' ghive than dead.

As with happy hour, it alwayn

-Armageddon somewhere; prepara- -
; tiom for the last days is a venerabls
- American pastime. Byt as the Patri-

ots deliberatad in Chambersburg, an

- alarming concatenation of sighposts
circulated in Ching since the “flylng -

seemned to point toward inferno.

 China’s fastescrising currency was
the "00) coin,” virtual monsy that

had been designed for the rrade of
ringrones and digical knickknacks
But had scouired tasl-wirld valoe.

of 165,000 percent, then quit report- -

ing dara ahogether. In India, smug-

glers learned that the one-tupes -

piece could beé melted into thirty- .

five rupest’ worth of razor blades.
Some businesses in the stare of As-

sam ok o paying their anployees

with cardboand IOUs,

In America, inflatioh hit a -

- seventeen-your high The US. Mint

syas hunning out of 24-karat Amer.

. can Buffalo gold coins, and the Ne-
. tional Debt Clock in Times Square
" was running out of digits. There wers

frenzied sales of meral derectors in
Floridd and 4f prospecting equip-
menr in California. The Gold Anti-

Trust Action Comtnittee scoused the
. Federal Regerve of secretly looting

Fort Knox; end, according to the
FBL, cappet-

tions, cell towers, telephone lines,
wailroads, water wells, construction
sites, and vacant houses posed &

) thmtmnmmhecum:v In Missis-

pirutes’ looting of substa-




-

R,

Lo

* had been.watching his computer
hatuspex,

dha disappearsd from 2 shrine in,
Mumes.ota, a bronze statue of Sa- -

cagawra dissppeared from Lewis and
o Clnk National Hisrorical Park in

Dmgan,andtheConnnnﬁnxtGm:w-

disappearance of metal ums, flag-
‘holders, and ormaments from Amesi-
cani cemereries a “crisis of the dmes™

~ Across the country dozens of wire

* thieves died while shearing through

high-valtagc lines, The pure metal
®

value of the penny and the nickel
climbed to 1.67 and 9.5 cents, respec-
tvely, and the U).5. Mint established

penalties of up 1o $10000 and five

years in prison for their melting or
export. The Chicago Tribtne reported
nationwide shortages of flour, the
Wall Street Journal urged its reader-
ship to ‘stockpile food, and Sam's

Club limited rice sales to four bags

per custorer. Ed McMahom, avatar
of tight-figure publishing sweep-

" stakex, was fighting the foreclogure of -
" his home. (He would find work, some

‘monthy laber, ax 2 spokesman for
unhmpnmuhmbzr(:ashﬂold.m;n.)

_"Wexe these not the hoofbears of

monetary apocatypse?
Then there was the account of a
friend of a friend, a Wall Street fi-
nancier (we'll call him Donald) with
a wife and o town houee and o pro-
fessional interest in the manage-
ment of risk. Bubbles and correc-

Hions were routing in the ljfe of an

-economy, but for months Donald

. wcreen like r neclried first

with curiosity, then disquiet, then
- alarm. Az an inserance policy

. aminst collapse, he decided to in-
vest in some gold Kragerrands, the

- mymSmmhAfﬂmncumsfar .
. vored by survivalists and militia-

‘men-—enough, in a crisis, for safe
pastage t a farm ot retreat, a place
.where you ¢ould drink well water

. und raise avocados while the social |

coneract -burned. Wich checkbook
in hand, Donald wok a cab to New
York'’s Diamond District, where
- frowning ‘Hasidim pore over jewels

and precious metals in Sustescent

lit storefrones. At every, doot he

Krugerrands, yes," he seid, ushering |

Donald toward his doorway. It was
quickly apparent that both men

welt mi shopkeeper was

not selling—he was desperare to
- buy. Donsld was too late. Other

bankers had already cor
nered the marker. .

OntimSmudnymnmgufPa-

thict Duys weekend, Hallock and von
MorHaes set up a cutrency

exchange
in the back room of Jim's Farmers

Market, 4 high-ceilinged bazasr of
ﬁoodm:ffu winkews, and locally grown
pmdumBuslnmmbmk.Pﬁmdx
and srrangers alike filed past the
counter in a steady rush, walles ex-
tended. Every thirty seconds or so,
von NotHaus's hammer came down
on the hallmark with

_a decisive thawack, as of an quetion-

eers gavel, Capitalizing on the liber
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sippl, five warning sirens failed 10 swppcdmaskﬁr cand  sured me, and credited this fact vo the
Cahmwounce a tornado because their at every door he was rebuffed. Final- chemicals with which he bad flushed
wixmghadbum;:lmxdemd.Asem . ly, a barker stationed cutside one of hissymuz."Nuwmyarmmamdem
foot copperladen statue of the Bud--  the shops nodded vigorously, *Yes, as a whistle”

' Since the: 19703, Ned had hitched
his. train o a succession of mavetick
economists and doomsaday prophets.
He had once made a pilgrimape w
Jekyll Island, eradle of the Federal
Résarve, and in the lare Ninerles spent
his savings retrofitting his house in
NewYork's Hudson Valley to survive

the Y2K computer bug. He installed a .
. diesel :

generator and g cistem for fuel;
- case of an oil shortage, be riggnd

the place for solar; he stockpiled bul-
’ metals, and a

lets and guna,

precious
. year's supply offood;whmhm

ohe day, to Ruth's amazement, in a
tractoe-trziler. “We expecred the world
to come to an end, you know,” she told
e, “You name it, he did ic.”

Lately they had spent some of

-their gold and silver survival cache

ot more quotidian needs, and they

were slowly eating-through their -

. tiong, Whatever these measares cost

turnout, a candidate - -

tariat-friendly turnce
. Tor siate senate roved the floor withi 2

clipboard for signatures and one of .

the longest beards 1 had seén ouside
of 4 daguerrectype, & look belonging

either vo the distant past or to our

an easy sociabilicy

time of professional small talk. For
- decades, as 3 dentist in

-Center, Ned had probed the bicuspids

of history. His patients had included

- diplomats and captains of industry,

the Duke of Windsor, and the head of

British Steel. The chairman of CBS

had given him a fireplace grille. The
peavious night, Ned had offered me his
card, adding that his particular do-
main of interest, besides moriey, was
health and wellbeing, *If you know
somebody that’s got cancer or coro-
nary disease,” hacmnﬁdad.“wuhww

'thcmtc.lt’sardaﬁvch

him, Ned retained a good-natured
regard for his past obsessions, as if
they were old flames who had run off
with hiy wallet but whom he sl re-

membered fondly. Now he hoped &

quorum of survival-minded Ameri-
cans would stock up on Liberry Dol
Tars 3o that a Weimarstyle hyperin
flationary crash could be avoided
here at home. (“They had paper cur

rency with a thousand zéroes on

1 'em!” he said} When the Monetary

e 10" Ymuﬂlu‘.hel’wdurm .

gonie 5 course of intravenous chela-
tion, at a4 cost of $100 per session.
(“Chelation is the Roto-Rootet of the
veins,” Ruth clarified)) He rececived.

forty treatments and then suffered a
“heart attack. ‘It was minor,” he 25

Architect got around to the couple’s

 grder, eight troy-ounce Libertys, Ned

acceptcd the silver gingerly, as’if
a chumk of uranium.

After the sale, I followed Pete Hal-

lock ack to his house, where we st
_in the kitchen egting 4 lunch of grilled

neighboring
pair of field glasses. Frenchie, l:hcir _

ragged seventeen-year-old parrot,
watched us from a cage against the
wall. "God, 1 think back to the paxsage

in the Bible when they talk abour

Nogh's day,” Hallock told me. “And he
was ptven the commission, so to speak,
w build the ark, and people were mar-
mﬁm, and dissster was on the
wiy, and everyone was oblivious”

" MISCELLANY 2

P.&a2
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Ohnes the dollar crashed, razing -

the towets of ilusory wealth, anyone
* without & cache of hard money would
be tuined. It seemed to paim- Hallock

1o think of ail the dupes he couldn
. save. "Maybe they're thinking the -

government will save them,” he

mused. Then again, he suggested,

maybe we would be forced to adépr a
. new fiat currency, “like the amero.™
The parrot or laughed, 1
couldn't tell which. The silver sale
.had energired Hallack. Gradually,
though, his mood seemed to darken..
The amero was small change beside

the coming storm of which the -

REAL ID Act, with its national
seandards for ldenﬁﬁcaﬁm, was the
first sintster winud. If the bankers had
theit way, we would live to see the
rise of a purely digital currency
trmsacte&f via subcutaneous im-
* plants, Revelation 13:17 describes &

~ orsell, save he that had the mark, or
. . the name of the beast, of the num-
ber of his name” (a veiled reference,

maae scholars agree, to Nero, whose
face adorned the Roman denarius in
the first century a.n.). Those wha
accepted the mark would taste the
“wing of the wrath of God." It would
not be easy drinking, “Whar the
marck is, we can only speculare,”
- Hillock told me. “But the Bible does

tatk shout ‘on the forchesd” or on

the back of the hand’ And it's in-

teresting to note that the RFID .

chipe that kave been developed are
most practical on the back of the

hand or in the forehead” Here the

fiecal spocalypee gave way to the

Apocalypse proper. The platform for

a cashless sociery already existed,

"wirhc.mda Mexizo in a Novth Ameri- -

am Urdon the amero, q westerly
m@mﬂum%hﬁ:ﬁ%iﬂﬁy
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) Hﬁllock warned. “We'll see, We -

might be closer than
what we think.”

N
a long list of “Success Sxries” span-
ning the continent, from Florida o
Vancouver. Collectively, rhey give
the impression of Armerica’s libera-
ton from the yoke of fiat serfdom as

a series of happy social experiments.’

Today 1 spenit 17 dolbars in Liberty Dok
o, 1 tna s i ey car, L hought a
Subwmy Sandwich, 1 ica creqm
* fromn thi lce cream man in dhe Erde by
" (lowe o wgitress o siver Liberty for a tip,
and she's a friend for life.
- 1 went mto Old Sem Jueen (1 live in the
Puerts Rican Mowntains) on Swnaday

with the and had a great tine

- g the local popudows abour it's value

impatient as | wos wenied ke a King whe -

* brought a mese gift o the Island.

' PetsMare—810 on several oceasions for’
' cockatisl supplies. (1 have S—they me

. great petsl)

" Boen weiiers ot wpscale Mexican food

mmmhmwwhaafdkmﬂ '
Giot my Steerter Kt wdzy, also visited o

restaserant and they want 10 Libertys ina -

lfudt.'l'mmnmbm I's a gramt Iife.

Today, | showed $i-ALC [American
Liberty Currencyl to a veller ar Bank of

- said, “Thar's weird!” (She's cluelesst) 1
stid, “That's the way money i supposed -

In Chambenibusg, I decided tm buy
my own sitver Liberty Dollar. Sicing
on the fioor of Pere Hal-

‘b&'sdmvamHmbmsht_hin

hammer down on the steel Chambers-
burg stamp znd held the sitver disc
aloft, squinting contentedly at the re-

* gults. It cost me $25, and the rwo crisp

$20 FRN: 1 fished from my wallet were

Back in my motel room, I ar-

ranged my infation-proof currency

on the bedspread. Under che foren-

 sic glare of & reading lamp, it looked

like play money, but no more so
than most foreign banknotes, with

their local fauna, tourist attrac- -
- tions, and obscure frowning stares-

. TOY QuUnce
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fnen. The Monetary Architser had

thrown in a canceled $1,000 paper
Liberty, embossed with a glinting

" hologram, and 1 held this nervously,
- although it was Basically worthless. ‘

Then there was the silver Liberty
Dollar, which I weighed on my
palm. When T factorad in the newly
uttbacked paper Libertys tendered
in change, | had just spent $40 en a
of silver worth less than
$20. Bux in its tangibility; it offered
an anddote to the convolutions of
an cconomy that had become 50
ethereal as to defy comprehension.
Entombed in an acrvlic capeule, the
disc had @ gratifying heft. It was

like a cyanide pill ot butlet, a last -
resort o be deployed in a crisis.

In case of emergency,

T break glass:
B hat summei, von MotHaus

. pazsed through New York City. The

previous Aloba Friday, IndyMac had

been placed into

conservatorship by
che FDIC, and talk of collapse had

migrated from libertarian newslet- |
ters to the front page of the New.

York Times. As expected, the Liber-
ty Dollay had graduated to ite $50
base amid the usual fanfares of

. galesmanship. “Cet out of the US
- Doflar while you sl can,” implored

Liberty Alert w13, “Sell msap and

- buy silver.” Coasting down Broad-

way in his Cadillac DeVille, von

“MotHaus waxed ominous over the

deathe of Fennie and Freddie, smil-
Ing out the window with the alr of 2

' man opra parade foar. We parked in

& garage in the Finapcial District,
Just off Gold Sceeet. Our destination
was the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York, a palamzo-ike fortress of

limestone and sandstone policed by
its own vaguely parammilibny securtl- |

ty corps.t For all his philippics
5 This sguad alo '

P.&3
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ngamﬁ the fiat empire, von Nét.‘
mood, :
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tional media, $o atteéntive st the -
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gociates, andthe. following day the.

P.84

- Haus was in a g~ time of the raid, paid lictle ateention Menetary Aschitect surrendered to-
ging at the security cameras and - - to0 all this. The news was dominaged  U.S. marshals. “And so it came to
ﬂjrﬁngwiththertrvarmedguard' byadiffﬂentﬂcmard,‘heniw pnm."}mannmmceﬂviaml,m
at the front desk. T Investment Securities, LLC. yeats aftet the birth of Christ, thay'
" Ony the first floor, an exhibit o 'the - Von NotHsms entrusted the torch  four reguler Americans have aken 2

. history of moncy was open to the pub- of Liberty Numismatics to a former mnd_mdpﬁudthePeupie’anghtm

*tic. Fxcept for a party of nuns watching - Microsoft executive named Dan - protect themselves from a govern- -

. aeileo fn eodesiastic silence, we had  Priest, who maintained, in his news- ‘ment currency that has a long and

. this room o ourselves, Von NotHauns Lettrrs, 2 mne of buoyant, if nok quice - unforgiving history of stealing’the

" ghicded through three millenmia of mon- ‘N jan, solesmanship. It was un- people’s purchasing power.”
etary histoty. It was the are of human - dininished in the statemsent he jasued - Sitver was rallying again: The $50 -

. civilization froer thee vantage, 4 few months after his arrival. “Happy base lay just around the comer. As
poinit of a wallet, Here were Spanish - New Year!” he began "And welcome for the United States dollar, £ would
doubloons, Chinese knife money,’ 1o a changing world!® The world had . soon be worthless. Some of von Not

. gciousness,” as High Priest of the

University (Durham, N.C.) 33,34

Swedizh. plate money, obols, dithams, changed in ways that von NotHaus Hauss readers had been patiencly an-
, anid besanty. We stopped in frontofa . hadmt&;m[wmmmweeka, .t this momens for decades.
" display of colonial paper notes, The the thirty-day average of sil- .. When it finally arrived, thay would
 Monetary Archirect kept obe of these - ver had hovered below $15, andsothe  beready .
0 his attaché case. During the Revo- . Liberty Dollar was.forced o requmn £ . .
o, he told me, thecolo-  thie $20 base, the first such reversal in January Index Sources
nies had seen 5,000 percent. in its tan-year history. Patriots who had 1-3 Employes Banefit Rasearch Inst
Most people didnt know that. It took boughi silver or eliberty Dollars dur- tube (Washington); 4 Pew Research
a vagonful of money o buy a wagonful ing the prior 1 tonths saw theit in- - Center (Washingron); 5 Whire House
of A merica had -'ﬂn&a&pnﬁfanhehxehﬂﬁﬂmtﬂdt PnnsﬁﬁﬁmziiLLS.Bunmuchﬂum
ride-by-shootings, kidnappings.” He valye ovetnight. - Statistics; 7 Westword (Derwver); 8 Clry
shook his head, Eighty feet belovrus, in The stock matker bad fared no ber- of Minneapolis; 9 Florida Whig Party
an aix end ight bunker; lay the ter. Tt was beaded for a twelve-year {Ocala); 10 Charlie Crist for U5, Sen-
workds largest stote of gold, some 266 Jow; At economy runs on conhdence, - ste (Tallahassee, Fla); 11~13 Mark "
-+ millicn troy ounces. . and ours had been shaken. From the ¥nollet (Washingron); 14 ULS. Securi-
. After the rour, we stood outside in lq&ymthtclod&ﬂm,muackahkd vies and Exchange Commission; 15
* "the shadow of the great citadel of fatled vis: Warren Buffert and Jim Cra- U.S. Deparement of Justice; 16 U.S.
' ioney and talked about the futare. In mer and the SEC all had been tumm- " Departtnent of Justice, Ofhce of the
. Chambeysburg, [ had heard him teas- _bled: If paper notes were meve shad- Inspector General; 17 Dallas Police
sure Dr. Ned that the collapee would - ows cast by specie, mortgage-backed Deparmmens; 18 U.S. Cirisenship and
riok artive for a couple of yeans at least. securities and credit default swips  Immigration Services; 19 Time -
Nwlmmlmmngmmmm mdaadowams;byﬂmdmw {NYC) 20 National Sherifts’ Asio-
. was late. “It's gorina be dangerous,” he: had appenared to be bl titaT— ciation {Alexandria, Vaj; 21 Gartnex
. warned. He me to sock  Bear Stearns, Lehman Mer  (Egham, England); 22 Embessy of the
. up on precious metals and ammuni- rill Lyneh-—dissolved like ghosts in Pecple’s Republic of China (Woshing-
tion. “You know the okl saying” He © the}mﬁﬂEOfmniQMhndbr ton); 23,24 Korea Instinge for Na-
‘smiled grimly. *If the gold srandard gun 1o sound like one of von Not- tionat Unification (Seoul); 25 McDon-
. " dossntwork,the leadsan-  Hans's Liberty Alerts. ‘ ald’s Corporation (Oak Brook, 11L); 26 -
Aard will” _ * In another startling reversal, Dan Phil Bdweards, University of London; -
I : : o Priest left Liberty Dollar just monthe -~ 27 All Nippon Airways (Tormance;
- B Ocrober 2008, Berpard von afier his appointmhent, under hazy e~ Calif); 28 Robert Vale, Victoria Uni-
- "Nottiaus attempted to remint him- * cumarmnzes, and von NodHaus resumed versity. of Wellingron' (Wellingron,
- self. After a decade as the Monetary the reins of America's second-most New Zealand); 29 Surrogate’s Court,
~ Architect of the Liberty Dollar, he popular currency. *“Was Dan, Priest o Mew Yok Couniey (NY.C); 30 Chom-
. had decided to devore his life o government Phe wondered ina  pagne Bureau (Washington); 31 Hap-
‘._"thatngeuldquenofﬂighﬂmf ewalerter, “T don't think 0, but he ‘=’s research; 32 Stmerc Fimm, Duke

"FmMaﬂj\mmCla.utchumeﬂlu'- " lirerate presender that nearly destroyed Survival International (Landon); 35 -
i Congregants eighteen and older the Liberty Dollar, which makes him Chemical Abstracs Service (Cobum-
. with "a good mental presence” were - seem like a government " ~ bus, Ohio); 36,37 Center for Responr
" cordlally invited to visit the emple As it happens, when the papers of =~ sive Politics (Washingron); 38 Or-
" and commune with their chemical - indictment were et last filed, Dan ganisation for Economic Co-operation
. god Sundays 8:00 A.M. to poon, free Priest was not smonyg thoee charged. and Development (Paris); 39, 40-
. ' of charge. Narurally, “donations of By June 3, FBI sgents had arrested Crimes Against Children Research
 value” would be ecceptad. The na- Center (Durham, N.H.)-

pthutnfﬁﬂnudvunbthmmhgh _
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